Crystal Wilkinson’s Blackberries, Blackberries                                                         *Come to a consensus in your Collaborative Learning group and make complete sentences only  for questions with asterisk.  Work in groups of 3-4, with a recorder, reporter, & reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet with all names:     __________________________________, ____________________________________, __________________________________
1) *This group of short stories is a “cycle collection,” meaning that the stories are inter-related and you will find many of the characters in other Wilkinson stories.  How is “Music for Meriah” a story about alienation and loneliness, and why is this a particularly appropriate topic for a collection by a Black writer?  
2) In a word or two, characterize Marie Hick’s awakening? _______________________________
3) What does Butch learn from growing up in a home filled with women and from their “girl talk”?
4) What do Leon Slade  (“Chocolate Divine” ) and Joan’s husband (“Need”) have in common? ______________________________________________________________________________
5) How is Asher Yerby different from Leon and Joan’s husband? ______________________

6) *What advantage do boys have in the sexual “rite of passage” over girls?  Is this fair?
7) Why does Wilkinson use stream of consciousness style in the story “Humming Back Yesterday”?  Why is this style particularly effective in this story? ____________________________________
8) One of the best stories in the collection, “Deviled Eggs” is about the nature of being black and the gross underestimation of racist White folks of Black people; how do the bland boiled eggs serve as a metaphor for these thoughtless racists?  _____________
How are the White people in “Waiting for the Reaper” portrayed differently? _____________

9) *Many of the stories in this collection are about gender issues; do you think Wilkinson is fair as she presents these stories about men and women?  ______ Come to consensus and explain.

10) Why does Crystal Wilkinson call her book Blackberries, Blackberries? _________________

